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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE World-famous Canadian Jesuit to receive 
honorary degree from Concordia University. 


Montreal, Quebec, May 19, 1977 -- A world-famous Canadian Jesuit will 
return to his alma mater June 5 to receive an honorary degree. 

Rev. Dr. Bernard J.F. Lonergan, often regarded as the finest philosophic 
mind of the 20th Century, will receive the honorary doctorate of laws at the 
Loyola Campus, Concordia University. 

The honorary doctorate of laws will be granted at the Arts and Science 
convocation at 2:30 p.m. at Loyola, 7141 Sherbrooke Street West. 

Dr. Lonergan, whose book "Insight" reshaped Christian thought, now re- 
sides in the Jesuit community in Boston College, Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts. 

In 1970, Newsweek magazine said of his book: 


"(It) has become a philosophic classic comparable to Hume's 
"Inquiry into Human Understanding" and Lonergan's students have re- 
turned home to universities in Western Europe and the U.S. to spread 
his influence far beyond the confines of the Catholic Church." 


Dr. Lonergan, 71, was born in Buckingham, Quebec, and went to Loyola 
High School and then to Loyola College. He received his B.A. at the University of 
London and his licentiate and doctorate of sacred theology at Gregorian University 
in Rome. 

Since 1940, Dr. Lonergan has taught philosophy at Immaculée Conception, 
Montreal; Jesuit Seminary, Toronto; Gregorian University, Rome; Regis College, 
Toronto; Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. and since 1975 has been the Visiting 
Distinguished Professor at Boston College. 

Time magazine said in 1965: 


"Lonergan is a lonely figure inside the Church and an ignored 
one outside it. The unfashionable Thomistic starting point of his vision 
repels non-Catholic thinkers grappling with the same issues; yet his un- 
conventional revision of Aquinas outrages doctrinaire Thomists. He has 
steered clear of ecclesiastical controversy, except once to blister an 
Italian theologian whose criticism Lonergan believed made him out to be 
a heretic." 


Later when the Canadian hierarchy asked his opinion of the Pope's birth 
control encyclical, Lonergan dismissed the anti-birth control argument noting that 


it rested on Aristotlean, not modern biology and hence irrelevant. 
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Said Newswekk, in 1970: 

"By insisting that all real human knowledge is 'self-~appropria- 
tion' he reveals an unexpected kinship with Oriental paths to enlighten- 
ment. Yet like Anglo-Saxon empiricists, he demands validation for judge~ 
ments and like the classical European metaphysicians, he insists that 
reality is ultimately intelligible." 


